
URBAN FUTURE SCENARIOS UNDER CLIMATE CHANGE

RIO 2050

What about the Waters of March?
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L In our imagined scenario, Rio faces 2 years without rain. In 
consequence of the drought, there have been multiple fires 
destroying known city forests, like Parque Estadual da Pedra Branca 
and Floresta da Tijuca, but those fires have long ceased to be 
restrained to the forests: multiple families have lost their homes to 
the flames. Rio inhabitants have been trying to get used to their new 
reality, but the city has never been hotter and impossible to breathe 
properly. Hospitals are crowded with people who were once healthy, 
but now don’t know how to deal with increasing rates of respiratory 
diseases; nor do the doctors. In addition to that, the city has lost its 
colors to a grayscale landscape provoked by the intense smoke 
coming from the never ending fires. In spite of that, no hope is lost: 
there’s several spheres of society bringing some light at the end of 
the tunnel. New medicines for the most affected by diseases like 
asthma are surfacing; common people are improving their 
knowledge about reuse water; we learn that environmental 
consciousness has nothing to do with financial power. It’s time for 
us to readapt to this new reality.
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Can't buy this.
Wastes too 
much water

"Heat exchanger 
for pets.". Uhm 
this might work.
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1OkUKAlZnziwWFtD6fjNPrwmXVdPJq1VZ/preview


This Scenario was built during the "Rio 2050: Urban Future Scenarios" Workshop, at ESDI/UERJ, in november 2022. 
The authors agree it be made available at the Urban Future Scenarios website, with open access, and used as reference in future workshops.
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