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L As a result of of the war between Russia and Ukraine, 
and following up the increase in political tension between 
Russia, Europe and the USA, the latter started testing nuclear 
weapons at the Antarctic, a scientific pole mainly known for not 
being any country’s territory. The tests ran out of control, and 
ended up melting some of the continent’s polar ice caps, which 
caused a huge increase at the sea level in a short period of time. 

In Rio, the South Side and part of the West Side end up  
collapsing to the high sea level, composing a little archipelago by 
the hilltops that were left there.

The Downtown went through emergency renovations, 
such as the building of a dam in Guanabara’s Bay to prevent the 
sea from invading that area, and a huge investment in protecting 
Downtown, causing social inequality to increase greatly, making 
so that people had to fight for their survival.

At the North Side, heat islands appeared. A huge part of 
the poor locals died from the heat, besides suffering recurring 
thefts from the West Side’s gangs, with this decrease in 
population, nature began taking over the place, restoring part of 
the Mata Atlântica.

With the lack of food and water, the West Side lives in a 
constant war between gangs, since it’s a huge area affected by 
the decentralization of power.
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This Scenario was built during the "Rio 2050: Urban Future Scenarios" Workshop, at ESDI/UERJ, in november 2022. 
The authors agree it be made available at the Urban Future Scenarios website, with open access, and used as reference in future workshops.
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