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L The beginning of our scenario starts in 2035 when the Trade War between the United 
States and China intensifies. Driven by greed and the desire to expand Chinese trade, 
China invests vigorously in navigation and satellite, resulting in advances in space 
research. Watching the success of Chinese research, the US also directed its research 
into space, trying to colonize Mars. This, however, brought serious consequences: the 
fossil fuels burned in the launch of countless research rockets release very polluting 
and harmful gases into the atmosphere, which, in the long run, made oxygen 
extremely toxic and almost impossible to breathe.

The consequences of the greenhouse effect worsened, favoring an increase in 
temperature and heat, thus triggering rains that were intensifying their acidity and 
excessive frequency over the years, creating what it’s now called the “super-acid 
rains”.

Between the years 2038 and 2042 there were about 100 thousand deaths per year by 
“air pollution” in Rio de Janeiro.

Now, in 2050 in Rio, people are required to wear gas masks when they are outdoors 
for their protection. The seas are polluted by super-acid rains and their fish are, if not 
killed, then contaminated. This in turn makes them prohibited for consumption. 
Fossil fuel-based vehicles are prohibited due to the amount of pollutants they release 
and, therefore, the government invests in a reform in the electric rail transport lines, 
now, there are Metro and VLT lines in practically all the neighborhoods of Rio de 
Janeiro . The dwellings are fenced and have purification filters that allow free 
breathing when indoors. To preserve and revive agricultural soil (destroyed by 
super-acid rains), sealed domes were created on the main agricultural soils in Brazil 
(south and southeast), with purification filters and artificial sunlight.
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1FXVW-fzNVA3YNxf2aH09c3asEYasycJn/view


This Scenario was built during the "Rio 2050: Urban Future Scenarios" Workshop, at ESDI/UERJ, in november 2022. 
The authors agree it be made available at the Urban Future Scenarios website, with open access, and used as reference in future workshops.
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